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SOME THOUGHTS ON BEVINISM 

Reg. 1305 and After 


'Ml; withdrawal of Regulation 1505 to an interesting comm.cnLary on the 
reccm trial oi the dockers on a charge of breaking it. It is an effective 
ply to those cautious workers who hang back on strikes, the people who 
that it’s no use taking action, that "they * 1 arc too strong, “they” can 
rail'' to you. “they" won't stand for that, etc. , , . The fact is that 
w, t, . in polled to retract and take away the serf like clause which 
||l determined 10 prevent strikes 

Hess to say another regulation the tow people m- practically found 


pern made to replace it, but vvhat- 
|loopholes the lawyers may later 
in it, however wide the ^tatc feels 
un proweuie its powers, the fact 
<305 had to be withdrawn is a 
landmark both to those who try 
cm the flood 0 ! unolficinJ strikes 
. those who say "they" can always 
L you lor it . . . 

I Ministry of Labour to still 
■hitcd to the Bevinite policy, 
Ever. This is a small token of 
nee. hut the avowed industrial 
fu the Government is still the 
The whole doctrine must be 
I examined and understood and 
lit is exposed tills will not be the 
fbridle to be discarded. 

ft c* r 1 j 1 n m hi P*,'rupeetire 

Brnc^t Bevin was a major disaster to 
| labour movement. His Iasi days spent 
th? Foreign Office tend to obscure 
Ihc king htotury of ftevintom in the in- 
Rauitrud field. If- hi* foreign policy was 
MBmtfptn. it wj% lifter all, nothing 
■ run.': li wj, onK remarkable insofar as 
I it displayed so clearly ihui u Labour Gev¬ 
il erntm-m would always be relied on to 
f puruic the sumc imperialist foreign policy 
i us a Conservative Government. They 
I relied on ihe same advice, in deference 
to the Mime Interests, and if it had not 
been dmi the rival imperialism was one 
with so runny unpaid press agents in 
every country, Bevin's policy would have 
been more dearly seen. As it was, the 
Muscovite*’ i tenant imam of Bevin tended 
to obscure rrusunable criticism. 

In indu.O riut relit hems, however, Bevin- 
’ torn is not identical with Toryism. The 
ctosuiuri Tory refill km ship to the working- 
class it patronage^ the only solution they 
hnve ever offered to Industrial exploita¬ 
tion (when they have yoi round to admit¬ 
ting it existed] is seen In ihc idea of 
relief the whole problem of pre-war un¬ 
employment they 1 bought could be solved 
with "relief for ihc dutreased' 1 . By Ihe 
time the dead hand of Whitehall had gut 
to work on the relief the very name 
stank. 

The basic idea of Toryism Is repression 
of [he working-clfliwsi. They have be¬ 
come in opposition forced to kowtow a 
little to public opinion (him they rnUH 
hate 10 but the name old Tory if seen 
when you read every day the continual 
jukes and jeers about trade unionism, 
and then note the moral uiurm which 
blowT. up when a Cabinet Minuum makes 
one small jocular reference to ihe Stock 
Exchange . - « 

Bevin, however, incorporated trade 
unions in the Government machinery. It 
due* mi happen that this too, been inking 
plate under a Labour Government* but 
it wu-T In I'Mil, under Churchill, that the 
process first began. The nocialmit idea 
of Mule Lontrot and the private Intercsia 
of the trade union btlsso went well to¬ 
gether . , you could get the wetoto 
democratic “revolution" hut only a* 
Btoichf.ii: envisaged it M without the loss 
of a day’s work or a day's pay” but with 
the old dndpics gening a very profitable 
day's work and a day’s pay , . - 

The result eff trade union participation 
in the Governmam ton been that the 
Stoic Iiav Mnee 1440 tod id mrtivtr inter- 
evt not only in “peaceful industrial 
re tot ions" hut olio m what were under 
the Tories rmerrni! affair* of trade 
unionism. For instance, breakaway 
umuniurn. But the biggest problem trade 
union leaders have to lace to that once 
itoy have comcJJdfttcd themselves in 
on the base, perhaps of thdr 
f . ll,3llJ, twy fony years ago, they have to 
r*\*; tkt new generation of rofliumj m 
wni ,» ih« umk-and-hie ol the old mflj- 
n get betlcjment 
ill get it 


guilty, j uric s find tbenisrives reluctant to 
make themselves party to the vendetta 
made law. 

The most typical Indusirial laws in the 
Bevinite tradition are of course the tows 
which tend to make the worker in an 
esficnciol job a thing apart. First of all 
Bevin tried to sweep the whole country 
into erne Indus trial net—and conscript all 
and sundry for the mines. The "Bevin 
Bay” period was so discreditable a fail-* 
o:v that one Mantis amazed at the pnrtv 
which protects our statesmen so 
flbh ’Wholesale direction having failed, 
and in the post-war period Bevin’s suc- 
ccswirs hcing unable to put forward any 
plan tn brine: outside labour into the 
mines by force, we get special law* to 
keep the miners In the mines, a? well as, 
for- in same v, laws ttol prevented an 
engineering worker from leaving his lob 
but obviously did not affect n stoek- 
Govemmenutl posts dealing with industry 
in ihc hands of the "soctolius" and posts 
dealing with busings and the armed 
forces in the hands of the Tories, 
broker or even n City clerk. In the old 
days vi patronage it to doubtful If any 
Tory would have dared do ft. With die 
certain opposition of the unions he could 
never have carried it through. But the 
Bei toffies fell, perhaps sincerely, that ihc 
worker was their private property 1 . 
"They're our tods" they told the succes¬ 
sive Premiers proudly, and the only real 
adroitness Churchill showed during the 
war, outside his publicity, was to get ihe 


Should (he Tories return to power the 
motor aim of Berin’i successors in the 
trade union movement will be to a* 
much af their industrial relations mach¬ 
inery Intact as possible. And why should! 
the Tories, except from stupidity, seek to 
destroy it? It to their shield against 
another 192ft. The “enlightened" Tories 
(that iV 10 say, those connected with 
blitmcj-* and Lite ownership of industry) 
know It; the "backward" Tories (deriving 
iheir wealrb from hereditary land-owning, 
from agriculture or the armed forces) muv 
refuse to sec It. but can the Ciry afford 
the luxury 1 of letting the 3alter have the 
power? 

Ttor.'' to thus no rent chance of the 
major effects of Bevinism being mitigated 
by a awing of the politicor pendulum either 
way. The extent of the unrest and dis¬ 
content with which the whole policy affects 
the factories, workshops and mints to the 
extent by which it will be abolished by 
whittling down. Regulation UPS is only 
& minor issue compared with dll the other 
powers They either have in reserve or can 
vptc themselves if need! be. So long as 
ihey terrify they are useful, but when 
they lose their power and cause irritation 
even ii Cabinet Minister can tell they are 
unties?. 

The answer Ii« in revolutionary syn¬ 
dicalism; in \i break from the idea of 
induMttol relations, trade union officials 
ir. the State, political participation, 
worker*' organ! ration by arrangement with 
ihe authorities; and a swing to the Idea 
of voluntary' organisation from below, 
free local association in industry, workers’ 
control and not State control. The very 
existence of these idea* smonspt the 
workers will sweep away a hundred mar? 
restrictions and regulations. When they 
nfe put inio effect they will sweep away 
l3te whole edifice of capitalism and the 
State. 

AM. 


PECKHAM HEALTH CENTRE 


The 


Ends 


'TTIH directors ol the Pioneer Health 
^ Centre, Feckfcftro issued ;t report luM 
week on the dosing down of the Centre 
last year, through lack of funds, and the 
unsuccessful attempts to find financial 
backing which finally led to the Lind, 
buildrny; and equipment being sold to the 
London County Council in May. 

When til the end of the war the direc¬ 
tors were "faced with a clamour from the 
original member families for the Centre 
lo be rc-opeued and with their spontan¬ 
eous proposal for ihe doubting of their 
weekly family subscription to meet the 
rising cans of maintenance", they stilt 
had no assurance of money to meet the 
cost of repainting and re-cquipping the 
building which had been used as a factory 
during the war. But, "whereas caution 
dictated no action until a financial future 
could be foreseen to guarantee continuity 
of the work, faith and need urged 
immediate action". With a 3-year grant 
from the Halley Stewart Trmt, they did 
rc-cipen, although "the fimmdsil strain 
from the moment of re-opening was an 
acute one". Their difficulties vert very 
great, for example they could not give 
security of employment 10 the research 
staff, nor guarantee that the work they 
started on would ever be concluded, 
"One scientific instrument ordered the 
first month alter rc-opening, was actually 
delivered (wo weeks after we were forced 
to shut/" 

But there were enormously encouraging 
factors. "Of the 675 families (roughly 
3,00(1 individuals) in continuous member¬ 
ship when war broke out, 550 original 
families 'ZjOOD individuals] re to me d Imme¬ 
diate jy and presented themselves at once 
for health overhaul", and there were many 
new member families. There was no 
repetition of the confusion which followed 
ihc opening of the centre in 3935; origi¬ 
nal member-families walked In and took 
up their old associations and activities "as 
thoug h they ha d only left the n ight 
before p * 

Tn ' v irticular, the directors noticed that 
the original members were more anxious 
to have Lhctr health ovcrliaul and family 


FOREIGN COMMENTARY 


WHEN THINKING IS A CRIME 



im't 
itidi they 


AMONG ihe many pious things Mr. 
j ** l Momson said in his message to ihe 
Russian people is that "truth can only be 
arrived at if there is freedom h^ r 
different points of view; only then can 
people rift them and determine for them- 
selves what they consider to be the truth". 
VC e cannot qLiarrcJ with such wntimentb. 
In pnicitoc however, it never works, not 
even in the '’democracies" I 

The poekion to-day is that in some 
Countries there to still the "freedom to 
hear different views" but for one reason 
or another the different views’ 1 do nol 
get published, whilst in Others—and nut 
only behind the Iron Curtain—that free¬ 
dom due* not exist at all. And wc must 
add thnr thv general trend to towards n 
luppresskm of all freedom to hear differ¬ 
ent views. Wc van already hear nur 
critic* condemning us tor such "sleep¬ 
ing MQiemcnL*", "After all you are 
allowed to publish Ptccihmt which you 
wouldn't be able to du if you Jived 1 in 
Russia". We have never htid IJltilffopa 
iihuut ibc Russian system umi Pruviia’s 
reply to Morrtopn conhrihn it 

"In the U.S..S.R. freedom of speech, 
freedom of ihe press, freedom of organ- 
lotion* docs nut ekts: for enemies of ihe 
people, fur rhe landlords and capitalist* 
ovcrihruwn by the revolqUon. Nor du<v 
K exjm fur mcurrigible thieves, for «uh- 
venive ugvtiii, terrorists and asitnirim 
‘cut In by foreign wrcl service!, eti. 
etc. . , . The prisuns and labour camps 
exist for these gendemen and fur iheni 
unly". And the argument to developed 
along these line*; that rioce during the 
past fifty year r. ihe Run Man people have 
tried all kmd» erf political parlies and 
have found the Gommuiuri the unly "antto 
capualilt" party, they arc “naturally" 
iY'dfi h "iheir whole-hearted support". 
"v£ hut cun Mr. Morriion put furwarJ 

ajtiiinst ffiis lilnoriaiJ laa^ Pun Ju. 

"Dpci Mr. Morrinon ihink ihaL for the 
sake ul a tin Hi a Me rigmarole viiih nn 
Oppuaiiiofi, ihe wIhlJ v\ hisLury- should 1 
be turned hack and the^ long-deccjied 
piirtlci bruught back to ]ffc?* f Ihc nti- 
pltcpTton ii that there to nothing temir 
for the Ru^(liIm people than to lx govern¬ 
ed by the ComntunJst Party, to why wusie 
time di*CJumg ideas. And of couth- h 
i» the Ctuninuttisi Tany ihat deetdes iini 


New my reason fur quoting thto to to 
point to the fact tiiat the trend in die 
"democratic" countries to the same. In 
their ea&c they say “the democratic way 
is the only way and we shall defend it 
to the tost man whether you like it or 
not". And juit os Stalin finds the 
'potential aggressors from the Weal’ a 
very useful argument for consolidating 
his regime through tear, so the motley 
collection uf "democrats" are gradually 
shifting all progressive ideas in their own 
countries by pointing u> the Communist 
menace as [he only alternative to the 
existing political structure. 

THE CAPACITY TCI THINK 
YY/IIAT use ihen to freedom to hear 
different points of view when the 
ttjp.jvdy "to sift them, etc. . , " has been, 
by a suhile psychologicai process based 
on tear, taken away? Thii is not an ex¬ 
aggeration. There lire, for instance, mil¬ 
lion* iff fervent Cut ho lies in the world 
to-day who without any threat of physical 
violence, ol torture or iinprisoniiient. 
voluntarily shut their minds to any dn- 
eussion nn the validity of their belief. 
They Ju nut live behind the Iron Curiam, 
but in the su-called democracies where 
they are "free to hear different points uf 
view" and "rift them, etc. . . T Yet 
I hey don’t 

From ijiii w® must conriudc rhat 
"freedum to hear different viewpoints, 
vie . . " fjr (rum heitiff a gnitrtmtee 

that in aiuninv* where such cundiiiun? 
vttot the people mun therefore be free, 
though it is ubvhmriy a uceemary cun di- 
linn for freedom, 

How to ir<c people's minds is it subicct 
mu side the scope of (his ouimternary. 
But a mate men t made many years ago by 
l be present Pope’a p reject* vor annex to 
mind, and 1 think is worth quoting be* 
it can be applied to pulitks, naiiun- 
altiin and all the other brake! on mental 
frecdunl, and inure than him* at Lhe 
real problem. He mid; "The [Catholic] 
i.cliiHib are mure import .mi in mjiiiu- ways 
than the Churches 11 we Jo nut save 
our children's Taiiii in the uehnoto* there 
would be no congregation* In the 
Church**." ito'ritoene, 27/M/l^dfi)- 

In America, in particulur, though in 
this country, Prance and Italy too, it 
itLciiJAJwTrt iha» ilnmivniv t im»i C«m- 


munism has for a large section of the 
community become h question on which 
there is no discussion. The only alterna¬ 
tive to democracy is Communism. There¬ 
fore anyone who attacks “democracy" 
must be 3 Communist, an enemy, a *u'b- 
versne agent and “the prisons flnd labour 
camps exist for these gentlemen 5 , What 
is the difference between thdr attitude 
and that of the de-brained Russian worker 
who laps up the vitriolic demagogy of 
Provda without a critical thought passing 
through his head? 

PERMANENT STATES OF 
"EMERGENCY" 

DUT what h the posiii&if^ far that 
1 minority of people in the "demo- 
etude*" who want, in Mr. Morrison's 
word?, "to draw independent conclusions 
for themselves". Have they access to all 
the views and news w-hiefi, he insists, is 
bo necessary for the Russians if they are 
to know what to going on in the world. 
The answer is that it depends where 
you live, the colour of your skin and, a 
most important coiuideratinn, w r helhcr 
there to an Emergency. Because when 
there to an Emergency it goc* without 
saying that every patriotic citizen will be 
&.ySully behind hi* country't Government; 
in their effort* to confound the enemy, 
and those who urc nut do not deserve 
freedom" if they are not prepared tv die 
fur it when their government tells them 
h to in danger. Such is the vicious circle 
treated by (he politicians to maintain 
themselves in power and to stiiiv any real 
opptwiffim ur independent thinking. And 
the l l ?3« Emergency created by "the 
llitkr menace 11 ha* been with ui ever 
since, 

R 

In Italy, lor ihiitnc®, dc G&speri re¬ 
mains in power because oi the Red bogey 
which he mil utility csplolt* up to the hilr. 
He now fee to Btrung enough to declare 
when presenting hto new' Cabinet in the 
Senate \m week thm not only had he 
refused passpurb to seventy delegates to 
ihe Bail Berlin youth rally but that "front 
now on wc shall seek to prevent this 
1 Italian Communist Senators and deputies 
who used foreign radio uaiiutwi to smack 
Italian foreign policy and the Iculton 
parliament] uud we ihall examine each 

TO PAGE THRKE 


L-cm$ alia lion; again even than to resume 
ihc cenirc’s sods! aaiviiies and that many 
young married couples used both the con¬ 
sulting and social service^ with u greater 
understanding and easu: than their parents 
had done- Children bom during the War, 
whose parent* were members before the 
war, displayed a far greater confidence 
and familiarity with the condition.* of the 
dub than children of new post-war mem¬ 
bers. 

Within six months of re-opening, the- 
member families had asked for their own 
centre school for their children, which wn* 
Opened in 1947 with Upwards of forty 
children. Since the centre was dosed, the 
members have hired n local hall nnd tire 
carrying on the school the ruse Ives without: 
outside assistance, in its direction, staffing 
or finance. 

For although the centre had become a 
source ol Interest and inspiration all over 
the world, ("during the tost 15 months 
of the Centre * work, we received ui Pccfc- 
ham no less than 12,000 visitors, one-third 
of whom came from abroad"), it* post-war 
financial difficulties worsened. 

It was unable to ratoc money by public 
appeal or from foundation* for the pro¬ 
moting of scientific research. When the 
director of one of (he largest foundations 
wbs approached he said that, much a* it 
would like to do so, the foundation could 
not help the centre lest, in bis words, this 
"might be contrary to the undefined 
policy of the Government*” The report 
observe* that this appears to have been 
the general attitude of all the Inundations 
whom it approached. 

The Halley Stewart Trust "on thdr 
own initiative" then assembled a small 
impartial committee to report un the pos¬ 
sibility of including the Centre'* activities 
within the term* of the National Health 
Act. "With the results of this Committee’s 
findings, the Trust proceeded to approach 
the Mini scry of Health, It appeared, 
however, [hat Peckham m principle was 
deemed to be contrary to the policy of 
that Ministry, We have it on the highest 
authority—the Ministry of Health through 
the London County Council £4 Regional 
administrators ol the Health Act—that 
Peckham could not receive their support 
because it could not be fitted into the ex¬ 
isting administrative [regional') 'scheme. 
Its administrative irregularities arc the 
following:— (1) It to concerned exclu¬ 
sively with the study and cultivation of 
Health: nut with the treatment of disease, 
(-) It is based exclusively on the integra¬ 
ted family, not the individual. (3) ft it 
based exclusively cm a ’locality': it has no 
’open' door. (4) Its basis is contributory 
(2/- per week per family): not free. (5) 
It to based tin autonomous udmintotr&tion 
a nd so does not conform to the lints of 
administration told down by the Ministry. 
To these must be added that Peckham 
arose out of an original conception which, 
extends into a region bey nod the ambit of 
present-day Mcdidnc and Hygiene, and 
therefore it not eligible to "receive the 
enabling stamp of Authority.’ 1 

[’he member-families were themselves 
fnstmmemal in bringing the centre’s diffi¬ 
culties [t> the notice ot Parliament, and 
{Continued on page *) 


STEEL FAMINE AND 
HOUSING 

JN the same East London borough 
m the Festival exhibition of 
architecture at Lattsbury., the Poplar 
council has stopped work on new flats 
whose foundations had been built,, 
because of lack of steel. 

This is not an isolated case, for wc 
loam ironi the South London Press 

(n/ 7/30 that: 

“The shortage of nee! for civilian 
use s caused by the rearmament drive, 
is severely slowing down rehousing 
in London, despite the Government's 
assurance in the Economic Survey 
that the homes programme will not 
be touched. Latest casualties of the 
steel crisis are two big Camberwell 
housing schemes—the Lordship-lane 
estate of 1S6 dwellings and the to* 
flats and eight shops to he built on the 
Denmark-hM she. The sites have 
been cleared and prepared, but now 
the work will probably have to be 
stopped for between iS months and 
two years until sufficient sled 























ANARCHIST, ASPECTS OF THE PECKHA 


«A SORT OF ANARCHY* 

"As one of our colleagues remarked^ 
It seems i hat a *sori of anarchy* h ihc 
first condition in any experiment in 
human applied biology. This condition 
i8 also that to which our members most 
readily respond . „ * 

'in the Centre the question is often 
asked by visitors—is h the personality of 
one or other of the staff or the staff as 
a whole that gives this atmosphere a son 
of desirable order? Or is it the thing 
called ‘atmosphere of the Centre 1 * which 
again may be a compound of the person¬ 
ality oi the staff and the members them¬ 
selves? Or again, is it <omc more funda¬ 
mental subjective condition inherent in 
the human organisms (c.g, altruism or 
in antithesis egoism) which creates this 
autonomous order and of which the so- 
called atmosphere is but the objective 
gjmhd ? 

if Clearly these are very pertinent ques¬ 
tions, the answers to which must come 
by direct inquiry and experiment. For 
this seeming anarchy demanded by our 
members is the operation of something 
contained in the material and worthy of 
analysis. Further, any imposed action or 
activity becomes a study of authority, 
discipline or instruction and not the study 
cf free agents plus their self-created en¬ 
vironment/* £i>) 


John Burroughs has slated that expert- 
mental study of animals m captivity is 
absolutely useless. Their character, their 
habits, their appetites undergo a complete 
traits formal ion when torn from their soil 
in field and forest. With human nature 
caged hi a narrow space, shipped daily 
into submission, how can tee speak of its 
potenttahiies ? Freedom, expansion, op¬ 
portunity t and above alt, peace and re* 
pose, alone can teach us the rest domi¬ 
nant factors of human nature and all its 
wonderful possibilities. 

—Emma Goldman. 


SPONTANEITY & ORDER 

“The reader will recall that ‘anarchy 1 — 
literally, no rule—is the rule of the Peek- 
ham Centre. You come and go when 
you like, and in the time between you do 
what you like. Spontaneity is the only 
guide.(a) 


For m there is no contradiction be¬ 
tween spontaneity and order. On the 
contrary we anticipate order as the result 
cf free growth * , <(e} 


Liberty, the mother , not the daughter 
of order —P, J. Proudhon. 

• * * 

Freedom is the highest form of order * 
—Eh sec Rectos* 

• * v 

Order is the free equilibrium of all 
forces that operate on the same point, 

—Kropotkin, 

THE FEAR OF FREEDOM 

“They came: they saw : and they didn't 
quite know what to do! Something of 

tin iame sort happens to a wild bird or 
animal which has been enged for a Jong 
time. It becomes conditioned to capti¬ 
vity. When the cage is opened, when 
freedom is there for the taking, the 
captive hangs back. Full function is 
never achieved at the wave of a wand, 
it U sometimes even necessary to shoo 
your captive out cf the cage into she 

freedom. For it may have come to feel 
that the harr, of its prison are protecting 
it from (he uncertainty And insecurity of 
the world tmi .de rather than keeping it 
from that visible frccdom/Vfcj 


Man, like aft In 
hebittmu i himself 
u-hich he tiiti, a». 
lance his iii 
iqm and hu 
lhe descends 
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'J^HE Pioneer Health Centre at Pcckham 
was not a health centre in the usual 
confused meaning of the term, nor in the 
meaning given to it by the National 
Health Act. "In Britain we assemble in 
one building, clinics for the early detec¬ 
tion and treatment of tuberculosis, vene¬ 
real disease, extraction of tonsils, for de* 
infestation, for infant welfare and ante¬ 
natal core, add to it a mortuary for the 
housing of the dead pending burial, and 
call the institution a Health Centre,” (a) 


In fact, what is called a health centre is 
usually a disease centre. The doctors and 
biologists at Pcckham on the other hand 
did not seek to study disease, nor even 
the absence of disease. "Its purpose was 
to Mudy function in healthy Man, and 
thereby to deduce laws both of function 
and of health." (n) By function they 
meant "the behaviour of the living organ¬ 
ism as a unity in an ever changing and 
free environment/' (c) Here we have the 
key to the extraordinary importance of the 
Pcckham Experiment for anarchists, for 
"Function demands an entirely free cn- 


* 1 * * Do hf 

EXPERIMENT 


vironment for ju full expression. Full 
function Without full freedom ut tmpos- 
y ibk,' f (B). To illustrate this specific 
aspect of the Pioneer Health Centre we 
publish below a series of quotations and 
notes from books and reports on the 
Centre, and from anarchist theoreticians. 
We recommend you to read The Peek ham 
Experiment : .4 Srudy of the Living 

Structure of Society in order to get a pic¬ 
ture of the overall significance of the 
Centre and its activities, (Article* on 
Pcckham appeared in Freedom for 
23/3/1946, 4/1/1947, and 18/3/1950). 


mem, when he began to think, believed 
that slavery was on essential condition of 
life , and liberty seemed to him an im¬ 
possible thing . . , hi the same way, a 
man who had had his limbs bound from 
his birth, but had nevertheless found out 
how to hobble about, might attribute w 
the Very bands that bound him his ability 
to move, while on the contrary, they 
would be diminishing and paralysing the 
muscular energy of his limbs. 

—Errico Malaysia; “Anarchy". 

EDUCATION 

"In circumstances where they arc not 
starved of action, it is only necessary to 
place before them [children] the chance or 
possibility of doing things in an orderly 
manner for them to grasp it; they do not 
need, indeed they resent being either 
herded, coaxed or guided into action ."(c) 


Jt is our wisdom to incite men to act 
for themselves, not to retain them in a 
state of perpetual pupillage. 

—William Godwin, 


It seeks the most complete development 
of individuality combined with the highest 
development of voluntary association in 
all us aspects, in all possible degrees f for 
all imaginable aims; ever changing, ever 
modified associations which carry in them¬ 
selves the elements of their durability and 
constantly assume new forms, which 
answer best to the multiple aspirations of 
olL A society to which pre-established 
forms, crystallized by laws, are repugnant; 
which looks for harmony in an ever- 
changing and fugitive equilibrium between 
a multitude of varied forces and inftu- 
cnees of every kind, following their own 
course. . * , 

-—Peter Kropotkin. 


Freedom in Society 


"In the gymnasium itself he sees many 
figures, boys and girls moving in every 
direction at varying speeds, swinging on 
ropes suspended front the ceiling, running 
after balls and each other, climbing, 
sliding, jumping—all this activity pro¬ 
ceeding without bumps or crashes* each 
child moving with unerring accuracy 
according to its own subjective purpose, 
without collision, deliberate avoidance or 
retreat, 

"... The boy who swings from rope 
to horse, leaping back again to the swing¬ 
ing rope, is learning by his eyes, muscles, 
joints and by every sense organ he has, 
to judge, to estimate, to know. The other 
twenty-nine boys and girls in the gym¬ 
nasium are all as active as he, some of 
them in his immediate vicinity. But as 
he swings he does not avoid. He swings 


The question then which anarchism 
puts to itself may be stated thus: 
“What forms of social life assure to 
a given society, and then to mankind 
generally, the greatest amount of 
happiness, and hence also the greatest 
amount of vitality?” “What forms 
of social life are most likely to allow 
this amount of happiness to grow and 
to develop, quantitatively as well as 
qualitatively-—that is to become more 
complete and more varied ? 11 

—Peter Kropotkin. 

1903 


No Authority 


where there is space —a very important 
distinction—and in so doing he threads 
his way jamong Lhe twenty-nine fellows. 
Using ill hts faculties, he is aware of the 
total situation in that gymnasium-—of his 
own swinging and of his fellows' actions. 
He does not shout to the others 10 stop, 
to wait or to move from him—not that 
there is silence, for running conversations 
across the hall are kept up as he speeds 
through the air. 

“But this education* in the live use of 
all his senses can only come if his twenty- 
nine fellow's are also free and active. If 
the room were cleared and twenty-nine 
boys sat at the side silent while he swung, 
we should in effect be saying to him— 
to his legs, body, eyes—'You give all 
your attention to swinging, we'll keep the 
rest of the world away*—in fact—'Be as 
egotistical as you like 1 . By so reducing 
the diversity in the environment we 
should be preventing his learning to ap¬ 
prehend and to move in a complex 
situation. Wc should in effect be saying 
‘Only this and this do; you can't be ex¬ 
pected 10 do more'. Is it any wonder 
that he comes to behave as though it is 
all he can do? By the existing methods 
of teaching we are in fact inducing the 
child's inco-ordinaiion in socicty/’Cc) 


Nothing ir of worse effect in our 
treatment cither of the young or the old , 
than a continual anxiety and an cvcr- 
eager interference with their conduct . 

William Godwin. 


In isolation man cannot: hate the con¬ 
sciousness of liberty. What liberty means 
for man is that he is recognised as free, 
and rrcafeif as free, by those who sur¬ 
round him; liberty is not a matter of 
isolation, therefore, but of mutuality- — i. 
not of separateness, but of combination; 
for every mart it is only the mirroring of 


his humanity (i that is, of ^ . 
rights) in the comciousn *** 

Others. -Mich 


In society the interests of itifU/uiduolg 
are interitited with each other, and 
not be separated. —William Godwin, 

NO DOGMA, 

NO TRAINING 

"... It is the very antithesis of the 
action that results from training, yet 
training has come to be accepted as 
synonymous with ‘education*. Training, 
by whatever system, can only create co¬ 
ordinations for special purpose, | by an 
objective conditioning of certain reflexes 
This may, in given circumstances, enhan " 
physiological efficiency, but it i < 1 
conducive to functional efficiency."(c) 

. * . the experimental rircumsai 
created must be such that the unit u| 
observation is free to act voluM 
rather than in conformity with any j 
determined conduct, in pursuit of 1 
ideal or in response to any extemaj 
cipIint/Xc) 


"Here equipment—musical m^u 
billiard tables, theatre ‘props* 
thousand and one other Lhings- 
planted by a benevolent directorate. I 
are provided on demand and rcflc J 
present needs of this growing so 
Visitors notice, not so much that 
people have freedom, and that they . 
how' to use freedom. Out of freed 
poised, orderly and adventurous sockfj 
dearly evolving itself.”(r) 


"... training is hostile to sponias 
The child is trained to reoch a staS 
set by others, and not necessarily 

cwn/*(s) 


The boy, like the man, studies bee 
he desires u. He proceeds upon a 
of his own invention, or which by ad 
ing, he has made his own. 

—Wiliam Godv 


" . . . doctrine kills ihc life, the livid 
spontaneity of action.” 

—Michael Baku: 


in short, freedom is, far each and all 
things of the universe, to follow their 
natural tendencies—uiid to fulfil their own 
virtues, qualities and capacities. 

—Bartolomeo VanzettL 


•-'Ur £/- 


‘li will be noted that the rule of ad 
hoc initiation and control of activities is 
an extension of the principle of individual 
freedom which wc have already seen to 
be inherent in self-service. It is a com¬ 
mon experience in any committee for the 
complaint to he voiced by its members 
that their service to their fellows inter¬ 
feres with their own individual action and 
is unrequited. The incvi table corrollary 
is that the club members* action is limited 
nnd that they are ordered about by those 
in authority is all mo well known.*‘(c) 


‘in the social environment of Pcckham 
there arc no guiding planners, no cliques, 
no dosed doors, no intimidating hierar- 
chica/V) 

■ * • 

"... the attempted promotion of any 
sort of stereotyped organisation based on 
leadership waj early discarded . . . ihc 
reader will fmd a notable absence of 
deference to the modern clamour for 
leader ship ."(e) 


"Accustomed as ii this age io artificial 
leadership—witness the white-gloved lead* 
tr <jf Community ungmg, the cheer* 
leader it ■ football match, the leader cd 
rambling parties—it ft dinkult for it to 
realm the truth Lint leaders require no 
training or ap|tju*L>ng, but emerge ipon- 
ur*t'j*)y when coridiiiiini require ihenr 
Mody<o # their members in the free-for-all 
ej tier Kccklism Centre, the observing 
in toiiiu over and over again bo* 
01 .. member liHUnciively Kxamc, and wy« 
irujmtivri) but not officially recognised 
as, leader to meu the nerd* id some pat- 
Uvular nsomroi Such leaden appeared 
and disappeared a* the IIus of the Centre 
requited. Because they wete not con- 
idoudy appocmed, nrirfier (when they 
had fulfilled thru purpose) were they 
*> r.Hioutly overthrown Nor wat any 
particular gratitude shown by member* 
to a leader, cither at (he firm of I 1 J 1 kt- 
\ ice* or after for service* rendered. They 
followed hi* guidance juti a* long as his 
guidance was helpful and what they 
warned. They incited away from hint 
without regrets when uunc widening of 
ixpvtieikc beckoned them on (o tonic 
Jet ill adventure, which would In turn 
throw up its spontaneous leader, or when 
their Kir confidence w»» mch (hat any 
lorm of qurmnued kadmbip would have 
been a restraint to them A todfiy, 
ibxuioft. it Uli m km II mi tmiaMe uj 
J ‘ ” Wl f 


a harmony oi action which superimposed 
leadership cannoE emulate."( b) 

* * * 

"I was the only peropn with authority, 
and I used it 10 stop anyone exerting any ( 
authority! "■—Dr. Scott Williamson, in a 
lecture 10 ihc London Anarchist Group, 

10/3/46. 

1 receive and l give—such is human 
life. Each directs and is directed in his 
turn. Therefore there is no fixed and 
constant authority, but a continual ex¬ 
change of mutual, ic^fiporary, and , above 
all, voluntary* authority and subordination. 

—Michael Bakunin. 


(a) 


UNFORTUNATELY, paternal 
governments have left the 
masses to wallow tn an ignorance 
$0 profound that it will be neces¬ 
sary to establish schools not only 
lor the people's children, but lor 
the people themselves. From these 
schools will be absolutely elimina¬ 
ted the smallest applications or 
manifestations ol the principle of 
authority. They will be schools no 
longer; they mil be popular acade¬ 
mics in which neither pupils nor 
masters will be known, where the 
people will come freely to get, ii 
they need it. free instruct ton, and 
in which, rich in ihcir own exper¬ 
ience, they will teach in their turn 
many things to the professors who 
shall bring them knowledge which 
1 hey lack 

—Mu tiAfit. Bakunin. 

1871 


(B) 


(c) 


"PiONHERlUG IN London-P aper 
read by times H, Pcarsc, M.D., to 
Community Service Society, New 
York, 1948, 

“Health the Unknown. The Story 
01 the Peck ham Experiment" by 
Jobn Comcrford, {Hamish Hamil¬ 
ton , 1947). 

"The PecRhaM Exi^iriment, A Study 
of the Living Structure om 
SoctElT" by limes H. Pearse & Lucy 
R. Crocker. (AUen & Unwin, 1943), 

(d) "Biologists in Search of Material. 
An Interim Rci^ort on my. Work 
or the Pioneer Health Centre* 7 by 
G. Scott Williamson & L H. Pcarsv. 
(Faber & Faber, 1938), 

"The Case for Action. A Survey 
of Everyday Life Under Modern 
Industrial Conditions" by I. H. 
Pcarsc & G. Scott Williamson. (Faber 
& Faber , 1931). 

(f) The Centre, Souvenir programme of 
film, July, 1948 , 
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(CuoliducJ from page I ) 

Uiwr nctiuoned Mr. Mormon, then l.urd 
Frcudent of ihe CoundL for the cent rt\ 
continuance us a Add of leseardi. This 
vuggeidon, nays ihc report, "appears never 
to have been scriomly consider cd' The 
directori later proposed to the Medical 
Research Council that the centre should 
N handed over as a gift to ihc council, 
to dial other wleiuiiu might use the 
unique material which it presented and 
take advantage of (he continuity which 
still gristed between the pre-war and post¬ 
war lamilio with whom the centre worked 

the answer to both proposals was that 
nothing could be considered while nego¬ 
tiations were going on between the centre 
md the London County Council. These- 
negotiation 1 , which hud begun as coniul- 
tauctis 10 find ways ul supporting the 
centre, "ran ummcrruptcdly mio negotia¬ 
tions by the {, C.C.," says ihe report, "to 
buy ihc centre/' 

The directors, Or*. G Scott Williamson 
and lone* li IVarse conclude their re- 
fivn with thes^ words: 

"We must warn our supporter# that they 
must not 1 Kpcct that the London County 
Council intend—a# and when possible-— 
to ent ry oil the same work or 10 promote 
Mini lur 'researches 10 those initialed by the 
Ph lucr 1 k.ilth Centre in spite oi l 1« re¬ 


cently published statement of the Chair¬ 
man of the Health Committee of the 
London County Council that ‘the had* of 
the family centre was research into the 
family health. It in a matter of naunnal 
prestige to re-create It*. The Council's 
published plans are to expend, as and 
when possible, on conversion of the build¬ 
ing to suit ihcir purpose, an estimated 
turn oi £125,1100. Seeing that ihe build* 
wg was* specially designed far and j n our 
experience found 10 be in every way ad¬ 
mirably suited to its purpose of a sroe 
Health Centre, any such radical conver¬ 
sion can only indicate that a complete 
change of 1 unction U envisaged for its 
future. 

"The sequence of events which have 
kd up to the ending of the Pcckham Ex¬ 
periment makes it impossible to escape the 
observation that a 'welfare State* must 
be the sole arbiter of it* Nation's destiny. 
To maintain iu integrity it can brook no 
influence ihat comes from outside its own 
programme of compel ling 'core 1 . It standi 
upon the ground of cure and prevenuon 
of disease, disorder and vice* ti is not 
yet rcadv to consider the possibility that 
i he cultivation or order* ease and virtue 
in Soticiv, might prove an even grailcr 
r- ver iv: th., wdrare of ihe jxoplc than 
Lbt ^bidjrgfvarc' of Lhe admimstntor/ 






























Another “Yellow Peril” 


Vel. is, No. 


August H, 19Ji 


BEYOND peckham 

" 0 / ttthai m* if freedom of i houghs, 
if it will n oi produce freedom of 
dt'llwu?" —Swift. 

I N illustrating the parallel between 
tht conclusion* of the Peckham 
biologists and those reached, through 
emotional conviction, thoughL and 
social observation, by the classical 
anarchist writers, we do not exhaust 
^the significance of their findings, (nor 
do we suggest that they “prove * 1 ansr- 
'iistn, though they do show how 
aciical anarchy is). The criticism 
ut society that emerges from their 
rts is so extensive, that it must 
[ readers, except those so bemused 
" ovcmmcxitalism that they think 
ntss of society can he cured 
: of parliament, to conclude that 
pmonary changes are needed in 
fial and economic life, 

had found by experience. 
f'Dra Williamson and Pearse in 
I statement last week, "that seven 
: every ten uncomplaining mem- 
i. of the public entering our doors 
fiiot even the negative attributes 
alth—freedom from diagnosabfc 
ttder Still less had they the 
Jive attributes—vitality, initiative, 
a competence and 'willingness 1 
■ring , 11 They also found how far 
Vbaratc machinery of production 
(pstributiOQ falls short of saiisfy- 
nan needs When they equip- 
be Centre, (itself revolutionary in 
rig), they found that suitable 
fittings and even crockery; 

: not in the market and had to be 
tfiy designed- When they tried 
Jgei milk and vegetables of a suit- 
: Duality for their nursing mothers, 
discovered that none were ohmin- 
in die district and it was neecs- 
■ id buy a farm m order to supply 

When as a step beyond Peckham, 
be Family Health Club at Coventry 
ought to build their own community 
homes as well as a health centre, 
hey bought a farm for the same pur¬ 
ged found the soil to be so de¬ 
ficient is fertility, that several years 7 
work was necessary before healthy 
[food could b= produced. 

Mention of the Coventry venture 
* leads io a consideration ol the inevit¬ 
able limitation of these two experi¬ 
ments. Dr. R. E, Barlow of Coven¬ 
try* writing in Freedom ( 28 / 6 / 47 ), 
says: 

"The Itcoct reform by PurJumeni 
tncdJcjne and aehuciting offer * u» ihc 
Lommon man no fUiDnitlk prospect of 
j cither heaitb or maturity, He in there 
I tore driven umside iht plan. He b, coin- 
ptHtd to iroproTiw riperimenla iueh a 9 
tjii.v: «t ptcluhjam and Coventry jij order 
ic ertant about him a community which 
.'.ill permit of 111 r growing lu hi ft lull 
tutiure usd bccjomsriE mature m bli mart 
hood.* 1 

Bui ‘'(he common man" spends ha if 
his waking houn ai work. Gin 11 be 
conceived that when his home life and 
his social life "'permit uf his growing 
to hti full tttaturc" hr will in terete 
conditions of Irresponsible hcrvinide in 
his economic tile; that when umtciOLH,- 
ly controlling hk social envirumtimi, 
lie will submit any longer 10 being 
coni rolled by others in what hr pro¬ 
duces, how fir produce*, ii and fur 
whom it i* 10 be produced? 

The ■‘Peckham Experiment" ol 
Industry bu* already been made. It 
was made In 1936 by those workers 
and peasants in ports of Spam who* 
for a brief period seized their fuctorlcii 
and farm?- and operated ihcoi niece**- 
fully for ificrnsdvei-* I he Spanish 
experiment was defeated not hy 
Franco but by the Republican uutfiuri- 
lies who would nut tolerate a genuine 
revolution in thefr mkkt The Peck- 
ham experiment, though ended, will 
only have been ddcited if the public 
looka on ft s* a ddunct mpei-din fi 
and not as the pi lot- light to a m-oJu- 
tinn, for ifjosc willing it) kum tuid 
in ., for tfar isehct* 

r*mphk[ Coliccixvti 


1 BELIEVE 1 he laic Sun Vat Sen rmcc 
men tinned to newspapermen asking 
him about ihc Yellow Peril" that he 
would prefer to talk about U when China* 
warships wen: anchored off London and 
New York The "YeUow Peril** hos 
changed owners many limes since then. 
Once it was the ’’heathen Chinee’" in iht 
day* when japan was "the little England 
of the B«l" and the ‘land of happy 
^mlline fuceri*. That lasted a long time, 
and then all of a sudden the mysterious 
Chinese became gallant allies and demo- 
era is and that great Christian Chi my Kai 
Shck became one of the Big: Four, while 
the sinister, treacherous Nipponese sud¬ 
denly sank to someth log lower than the 
animal world , . , Ah, hu| lhat is over 
long ago, and now that the Chinese, who 
arc not really much more mystcriuu& ihan 
iht newspapermen, are becoming (he 
Yellow Peril aagin, the Japanese have 
regained their former status. Or not 
quire . . perhaps ihev arc now the little 

New England of the W«t, the 49th State, 
or the 50th (if we preceded them) . . . 
but they are definitely not at all what 
vou thought they were when Chrang wan 
it great Christian war leader . . . 

In ihc next war Japan will be our ally 
mace more, and those people who scorned 
vou when you happened to bring up the 
old retrain “We’re off to tight for the 
freedom and msght* of dear old ] apart”, 
may even be bawling it out lustily in 
Workers' Playtime in the next war. China, 
you may be sure, will be the enemy. 1 

Bui when happened to our great Chris- j 
tianr After ilk he may have lost China " 
but there wasn’t any need to lose Christ J 
a 5 well—lhat was being positively tart 
less. Well, it seems (hat Chiang wasn't 


expect the wicked Nipponese to he engeli 
and the virtuous Chinese to be devils* 
which is all very- easy in roumrica like 
Amerrca and Australia, where they hale 
the gun of anyone not bom ituo the 
pinkivh-white raff and out of pure ex¬ 
pediency support one or the other to keep 
the other side down . . . 

In the meantime, while all ihk absolute 
rubbish gars on (and it is the most vile 
and ridiculous nonsense Lhat is pumped 
out about Japan and China), whit of the 
people themselves? They do not really 
change, and China goes on tilling the soil. 
J[ is barely affected by the political 
changes, and accepts poverty and the fan¬ 
tastic devastation of war with resignation. 
1 1 may yet defeat Mao T*e Tung who 
will not find it so easy to rule the Chinese, 
for the fundamental truth about China is 
lhat it docs not want to be ruled, and 
though they may isilk of Nationalist China 
and Communist China there is down there 
at The bottom of it #11 one True China, 
with eremal value* and stubborn resis¬ 
tance, and it has lasted out better men 
than Czar Joseph. 

It is not the enemy of Japan, nor have 
the Japanese people themselves any quar¬ 
rel wiih anyone else. Imperialist politics 
have led to the present situation. We 
have allowed our rulers to send warships 
there, to land on their toast* and demand 
unthinkable concessions by Western stan¬ 


dards, tong before they ever prowled 
anywhere else- By mean* of war unthink¬ 
able auodtit* have been perpetrated c?n 
them, during peace we could never lave 
them alone, every City speculator has 
had a go at Japan, every old maid in the 
counity has been determined to save 
Chins. And during the war ihc vilbuny 
wc taught came back cm ui, and—ilai 
for ihose who suffered in Japanese pri¬ 
sons!—it came btek wiih heavy interert, 
and was served on the wrong ptfEona . . . 

Strong U.5.—Australian ptopaganda 
made the Japanese baled in this oounuy, 
which did not res lire dior 1 M 1 propaganda 
was not based so much on what happened 
in ihe war, but reasons that hid nothing 
to do with it (Japanese labour ip the 
U.S.A-. determination not Lo have it in 
Australia). The same propaganda iwitdbet 
over readily enough to the Chinese, for 
ihe same reason*. Korea hoi shown that 
there will be plenty of opportunity 
garnish the picture. Bui when we are 
able m tay that the Japanese or 
Chinese Qrc interfering as much with us 
in this country ii w c have been with 
them over there, we shall bf able to talk 
about aggression. Even in that remote 
time, however, the Chinese pcaMrt 
the Japan ere worker will still be farther 
away in thought frum his rulers than we 
are from them in space. 

fjiTTH^ATtONXUST. 


U.S. Imposes Idiotic Security Ban 


|T is probably always a mistake to con- 
A sider the actions of a government 


SZASSAZZi* H-^ 5 - on *r' P«» be no ether .hen thet. Con- 

*iderj for example, ihc decirion of the 


ihc war leadere by a long chalk ... the 
-ncmoLrs will all be out soon and you’ll 
know what they thought of each other 
while the unbribed r.uiogts of ihe Press 
gang were telling u* lipw smooth it all 
ran). You rrmemher all that about the 
People’s Democracy of China, when the 
Commies went so crazy about Chiung 
and lifted him to ihe place in their affcc- 
tinni held by Churchill and Roosevelt (if 
noi Thai qf Holy joe}? No, it wasn't 
altogether true . . . Bribery, the black 
market, corruption, graft, riddled the 
KuonumanR- When wc said that once, 
we were all wicked saboteurs, bm now 
* hiang b:-u lost hri place ' there ’b none 
so Low in do him honour and every dog 
tnust have his ydp bi (be rottenness of 
tlv, l^tiiyniniang w hich once was suppo-ted 
to be trunsinrrniog China. 

And now Mao Tsc Tung is the war¬ 
lord of China it will be in the opposite 
camp and Japan ia in ours and you can 


United States Post Office [following an 
order from the Department of Commerce) 
to relure to mail the Bullttw of ihe 
Atomu Sacuiiits m addrearea behind the 
Iron Cunam. The Bulletin is an in¬ 
dependent magazine which discusses the 
general problems of aiucnic scientists, 
chiefly in their relationship to society- 
It is a popular journal and contains no 


A HEAD CASE 

A young Norwegian, who refused to do 
his military service, told the tribunal that 
hit motive* were neither political nor 
religious,. He was simply convinced ihat 
mill 1 ary icj-vice was senseless and could 
lead to no good. 

The irikuiiai ordered him 10 be wtnwdfy 
examined. —Peace Anar, 3/8/5L 

-AUTUMN READING- 


advanced! ledmicai material. Neverthe¬ 
less, iw dispatch to the Russian sphere 
hav been lorbidden under a general bin 
on technical publications. 

Now such a ban raSoi si the outset 
from bring quite futile. If the Russian* 
wan: to c.-'nsuli American technical r Qur - 
nab all they have to do is to get 
member of the embassy staff, or an Jgtfli, 
to buy one and send it through the diplo¬ 
ma ric maiis- In ibr coat of a magsrirte 
hit; the Bulletin, [he itiuatkm is even 
wer^e. Im independent and cririval cut- 
look is a credit lo v.eiiem rrocial organtsa- 
tlcn and at such must be regarded 
good pnopagondii in the Iron Conan. 
The ban, hosrever, merely ensures that 
.-■nly Russian govcmmeniai agencies 
(which are, prvsumih!y s propaganda- 
proof) are exposed 10 its democratic 
Propaganda- 

One *-tui only assume, therefore, lhat 
the purpose of such a fczn is to silence 
carping critics st hturte. If so, it is yei 
another example of the idiocies which the 
over-riding n«d to catch votes imposes. 


Notes on Forthcoming Books 


'T' l HEi revival of i lucres 1 in Wiih am 

^ Godwin continue! i« accasion new 
books. In their reritfs ’'Life, Literature 
and Thought”, Harraps will be publish¬ 
ing. Cindnioi tmd the Afc of Tramltion, 
by A. E. Rodvray, 

Admirers of Simeon Weil (see note in 
Freedom recently . will welcome the two 
translations of her butiks from Routt&dge 
ilv Kcprs Tapi. They jrc The Nad Birr 
Roiin L'Eiintciucutcm), ininsbned by 
Arthur Wills, and irm'mjj; for Got f 
(Atn-mc dt Dim), trerulated hy Emma 
CriiwJurd. A recent book. The MyHUnm 
vf Stmont IWjL b\ Marie-Magdelrirte 
Da V V, , Rock title, 5 Zb), *a y s: ^ * 'The a u th¬ 
en ty of the Church shocked Sinrorre wcil. 
It weenie J to livr both anti-sodal *nd anti- 
spiritual to want to direct anyone". Tht 
use to which this “authority of the 
Church 1 * is pur if revealed in a new md 
cumpletely rc-wriiren edition of Joseph 
Mr Cube's famous pamphlet The Papacy 
in ptriiiii* /’i'-Ajy\ (W»itJ f 2/6). 

By an iruftical coincidence twa book*, 
one on hlc in Suvkl concent ration camps, 
yfid gfle pn Nuici concentration vanipa, are 
to be published under the same title. They 
t .K A Wmid Apart> by QiJpiav Hcrllftg 
.Heinxnunn, 15/-). in d A H‘ i 7 i irf Apart 
by Dovid Rjoubmi (Seeker A Warburg. 
9/0), lilt Inner a tranrlarlon qt VUmven 
tiofs it ni . 

'J "I ic *c<i.ifid volume of £, fJ Carr’s The 
Hi'hhath iitintlstiWH II dUf 111 (kTUbtf 
.'MucjiuiLn, 39/-), B euvrra (he yearj 
I917-J92J and cxamtnn "ihe eronontic 
puli trees and pi rdw ament* ol ihc first 
yuh uj ihe Soviet rC-girne". ’Ihe same 
mnhor v recent uxse* «d brtuidea*i ttlkn 
The AVfc Socre/y, will he pubJuhrd by 
Macmillan at 7/4 

A g-tav many htoka have appeared In 
the Inst few seart on world pipulatton 
in triatiun ui naiutal rtt^nirffa, and rn«re 
are iu comr ihli uuiuitin Ihocn Gotlana 
(htir will H Hunmt lUrnitn The 
Modem Dilemma, hy Hubert C t7ook* 
wuh an intrudtwnuD by Julian jfuvlcy, 
and The Gi»f>*tpby Hunger t hy Joiue 
dc CaSITU, with a luiewpf j by Lord Lloyd 
On. iMi. Kenneth Smith has wmten 

Mult hit tun Con tnttttty, "i study qf 
the contemporary ttilks of Alalihus, bear- 
*ny upon ihc prahtem* n| world popula¬ 
tion’ (HrjulUcdgc A Krp.rn Paul, 10/-j. 
Art jrapmrtam prat ilea l (v*»k it to be 
HtffauHttig LutiJ fv j AcriiuJntn r a *ym- 
jxiaium tntruduccdf hy Sji K G. Ntapir- 
don, In which Mur. > isrtffiihi wrik> qti 
Hill* und \liMirJiiM.o, Mr, J V II 
f In ruin vn Chalk Upkfida, and Mr K 


Line on Fens and Sifts, [Crosby Lock- 
wuod, 12 / 6 ). 

Reader* who were fa urinated, qr re¬ 
pel Ice by the L-itimcts they niay hnve read 
from Alfred Jarty's Ubu J?oi, in Menace 
from Nowhere, Free Union] , 'and IWr/d 
Rcuie it will be inierested. or at feast 
arrioLij, to leum that the entire piny, in 
u iratyrtatiafL by Earbarj W’right, has been 
published by Gaherbocdius Press at 30/-, 
Stuitems pJ Henry' .Miller should note 
that his The Btroke in My Lift U to 
appear from Pcier Owen at 15/- 

A sequel iu the volume of pamphlet* 
published a few years ago nod edited 
by Reginald Reynolds and George Orwell, 
wiF be pub fished tn Ociaber, ( Allan Wtn- 
J 8 -i. British Pamphleteer], Veil. 3 , 
by Reginald Reynolds and A. J. P. Tay- 
leir, will contain pamphlets frum the 
French Revolution to Ihe prewnl day and 
will hive L-oniempnrary iJlmiraunn*. 
Bruiih WorkiHg^-Cttui History, I7S9- 
JS75, Sdrtf fltvumnin, edited by Prof. 
G, H. D. Colt and A. W FiJksu n io 
appear in. September at 50/- Raymond. 
Post gale’s The Life of G carte Lambury 
will be published bv Longmans, (probablv 
IB/-). 

Few readers of ihc novel J’Ac Raaid 
Tnm^ered Pkiletniiitupiu will forget its 
piclrtre of the inhhing building and 
decorating trade, which it described with 
L-xrraordinary fidelity and real tun. Mr. 
F, C. Ball spent a long lime gather¬ 
ing material net ihe life of us h™se- 
palntrr auibor 'Rtibci i I'mwll' who died 
in Rill, ilucc year* bclore The fim puh- 
Jiradon of ho. bonk. The bkigranbv 
Freud/ u/ Mtubofauuh ii to fie published 
in ihc juiunin by f awrenre and Wjshiri 
fuck CntunMifl hits written kWur'i wal, 
a duKTipilim «f fit* childhood in New- 
iuHlr (TiifJislile Freiri *t/h. Ihe %atnr 
ptiblfilicra li 4 Vr mnauadii * new edition 
uf the memoiri uf Ale*under Sumcrvillr, 
The Autahof'vph' **t •* M««* 

at jo r> ( cdhed by John Cariwvll, bumer- 
villc was ihe tUlfirr of L#itrri fe 1 lha 
Purple on f/jc fir Kimmy of Revaluttvn. 

1 1,1th W*r*m$t iw Stnjt Wuftwi* and 
hu auiobiotcraphy tells of HU curly life 
in rural SriMland, and lu* evolution from 
ihe Scots Greys to Charnst aeitarinn, by 
way of a cuun-martiNJ and a rfoggmu 
Frier tjutnnrll hut already ediird his 
nil until of iclccriom from Henry May- 
tjew"* Lewlau Gfwiri and ike t^oHtfoM 
l\wt, the fflwrirwtirt# pnmeer volume of 
fcodki inv(Mitta|tlw, which w*i twjhlithed 
in (nil HI* third sekciwn, AfuvAeur's 
Uue^ttr* Wilhain Kimhtr, ii, A *UI 

eWMl “I of <*» *n«* •«**-**• 


phies recorded by Alayhew "Irom the lip4 
ut [he people ihctnfirives”, and will have 
indie of the original prims of the people 
miervievred- 

In Bceihovm: Letters , Jeiansh and 
CamierutiiQn, '.Michael JoEepb, 21 /-), 
Michael Hamburger has tranikned and 
edited extracts from Beethoven’s di«ri« 
tmd corTHpatsdence and iiom the memoirs 
a( hii friends- The biographer of 
Cciia nno and Toulouse-Lautrec, Mr, 
Gcrstle Mack hni wti tiers the first full 
length life oi the painter and Conummsrdf 
Gnirmi Courbet, to be published with 60 
illustratignt, by Rupert Han-Dam *i 
42/-. Courbet w$5 a friend of Freud' 
hon, the subiect oJ one uf his b«t par- 
irarts, ami it was he why led Proudhon 
lo write his bouk on The Principle of 
Art and Isi Social Futpat^. Our prize 
for the be*t book-title <if the Autumn 
must go id Memoitt s>f a Stccrd Steal- 
loufi, jlu autub ttigraphy by Dirt .VUrujii, 
I.Hamiih H&rmLon, 12/6). 

The Italian novelist Guiwppe Mansua, 
whose Stopt'hian Gold wu published 
test year, hai gone batk ro bis native 
city after twenty year*, and tells us all 
about n in Rcturn tv Naples, to be pub- 
hihcd soon. 

Gerald IlTciun, the author of The 
Spam ih l^ibryutn and Tht Foot of 
Spain has written Tht Lnemmrt of the 
Spattuh Pioph The period it cuvvts is 
Irom Roman umr> idl uvdAy utul ihe 
book 1* to appear fratn Cambridge L J m- 
vrrhtty Pres* at about 30/-. 

Ucsuk priffs lire w high now thai Pco- 
gtiirt* are JoubR tvclcunied. Ihe new 
unci i l* vs lituei itulude Ge*arfr Onrjfl’i 
.'Ijiduj/ Fjr*4 [1 6) which need* no 
dvv^riptiiui, Jului Steinbeck’s The Grapes 

ll’r.u(i, Ihc f.LiiiiHih novel qf ihf Ameri- 
,i.m ’Mini Km l’ i,.* t»' n uiul u new FcnaiJiJi 
Omit, lietifrty Chauicr’s tlanttrfary 
fah i, tVhr, LunjJated into iruvUmn 
Liv/IilIi bi Mevtil CoiihiLL A new Fttv* 
gum venture which will cvcniuaLhr run 
miu filiv nr m yukifne* on Tki Bui/difipi 
of tine fond, r lirted hr riiknteus Peraner, 
fia* btfun with Cuintuf/ and .Vcifring. 
h*mthiit it J/tp each Each bod has 
ip'itr stats j’flgii of pHolngniphs and any- 
vew m detail "tlw architecniral features 
ui j||| r.cki.auicaL public sihl domestic 

building* ol imctcM". An admirable 
uric i An Aiitutsui Frlk-an will he 
i.tpujsw/pu. jiy British Art bj Herben 
Brail whtcli will survey puniing and 
up tn tht mid-century, it will 
be i'lle first ortfiiWif Friican Irinik to hrve 
coloured plaits 

(Tp be 


Soviet-Zone Education 

C1NCE ihe publlration bi Freedom for 
a/l/S i of a Idl ter from Gtrmiuy 
<?n tiluaiwn in Eaucm Germany, ire have 
«tn m nfiidk ffl the fme lubject in 
Fire 7"twfj Educational Supplement 
i.3/S/5f) which tays: 

"ShcfjHhov ii the pedagogical Lysenko; 
be and hi» fallrom find no *ard» too 
bArd for the Arbriiiiihiiie and group 
wait, the raprtesoos and irresponsible 
"treedom” of tiadier* and children, i 
toruiiofi that curretponds to the disime- 
grattag teedencitv n! the tmtnhlijig and 
roiling monopoly ecpiiohst society.’ 

’Alf talk about freedom and per¬ 
sonality/ lays in article in Die Aeu* 
Schule, *ii empty prattle; itruugh the 
iirtsa laid on indm/lualiiui: forces the 
tippreiKd art split up and indited, their 
strength dijiwpiied, md they art thereby 
easier Jor the mliTig dan to tame * ’In 
their demand for independent atuvity lor 
the scbcol-diildren/ s>»yi Shcherbcn , "the 
opponents of ekss-iciching deni^atc the 
foie and mthofiry of ihe ie«cher , , + ' 


The Solidarity of the Poor 
Nutual Aid in Austria 

[From our CorrtMpondenf) 

A VIENNA orginittuort ctlkd the SOS 
** Cumnntnity for Immediate Help 
sends out, at pan of in work, sppralt for 
help m the case of Austrian? who are in 
urgently dkc rircumstiivKs. These ap¬ 
peals ire printed in ih« daily paper, Die 
Preste T and tn iu issue oi die 22 nd July 
the paper m question gave ihe lolloping 
interesting airtlysLi of the pnu tnonth’s 
results. 3 1 * appeals wore tent out, mure 
ihan SB.HOO sdhlJingt (about £800) in 
raih itrtd 2 &Q parccli of clothing and food 
were received and distributed Bui per¬ 
haps the nwrt tigniftoifit senumrei in the 
report are three, ‘The majority of 
given belting to the ectnuntmcally weaken 
jmtia of ihe populace. Anonymous let¬ 
ters from donors who ire ofcvsouiiy poor 
[hetnsilViJ uidicare an attftsdt which if it 
were genera’, -Amild do i«jr wiih a grat 
deal cf ihe dfitrtsi of our iim«." 

While this kind uf osibsance in endivi- 
dual raws i* riearlv not m itidf a seluiittn 
to the problem of poverty, yet we w'auM 
agree J hat the spirit of solidarity, of 
mutual aid among the imfommaie which 
is ms evrdtuf here r h ilvefi the men 
pt?:euL of jpsmiriictive forres m the de- 
vricpmefli of a resportrihle and humartc 
idrifiiy- 


WHEN THINKING IS 
A CRIME 

3^ FROM PAGE ONE 
request ter passports, ^e ty ea* 
we shall consider ihf puMic mspcjcmneiu 
td ^-jlpnts who offend Tahiti parlianvm- 
tnrv derisianti abroad 1 '- Funher, the re¬ 
vival of the Fasriit party ts to be the 
<ubicct of “rapid and sramediate tepsja- 
turn'* lu pftsv amgresie* and rallies 
Will uol be afiewed. Tu winch a Lom- 
nmsrit member ihoaied: bJ Ii i= ihsr itirn 
iCHlay, if will be am nirft tc-Tnurrow . 
Xnd "the Mamhrtttr Guardian ? emm- 
Piicdrm adds “which dim ifl fad mpre- 
y-fli xhe mm whitfi events in Italy uuw 
^ cm ta be tikiu| H r 

The dav Mr. Mcrrison > Wi1 

published," ihe new press r^ulaMcm in 
Singapore atrtc ustD force- It ^ 
Govmnffrtt tfir power during ibe Emer- 
hik y to ban any Sin^ipore newspaper 
without sped (ring a reason. Nur w-tll 
such j newspaper have a nphJ of appeal 
i& the Cwrts. Already last rear’s Sec- 
trefl i of tbr Emetpeuri Rfgulauimi gave 
Lhe Singapore Colcmil Secrtian u-de 
papers jurii ai that of doting down my 
newspaper tor publribrng matter preiuifi- 
dal lo Eb= iuceessful pmsereiuon of ihe 
emregenev meufum” m fur ’icunentins 
ppporitioi) to the pnMrcuuon to a nmccsi- 
ful ef any warlike opcraikm cngiged 
b by Britain’', 

Only recently, in India. Mr Nehru 
introduced ■ Bill giving him very wide 
Power* to retrain ihc Prtn in an Emcr- 
mcplv. And in oountrie? like Spain (new 
alli«\ Funugal tour "olden allira"), 
«pj Arsenuna the« is m oppoPiinn Prey 
at ail, and b the other tountnc* ihe 
National Prer* ia a vehicle foe the ex+ 
pretrion of ihe propneson’ opinions and 
I nr [p- pubhes tu J 1 of wrtif lacis and Lhe 
Phidtetkm « suppmsion of Uthcrs 

I Jvc:t are the cvceplion* of count, ond 
ihcy prove ivhai we have written earlier; 
fur thumth these joutruU are available xa 
all, their [cadetihip t*. only a mere 1 ruction 
ol lhat of ihf Kultcr Preu- 

Which being j us buck to ihe beginning. 
But now I wmt to draw my rc*Jen' at* 
icnunn to the \uuh* in Mr, MornMn’i 
niiiHe tell* ihc Russian people 
lhat wi tn ihc “ikmoerttuf** have aural 
? ” rwit kt»d jxiift and that in that 
'ii ™ *i"f impede J and 

to tht people eart jmkc up ihnr owti 
m «™ f«r thcmieUvi. Ibcir vitwv are 
iciihcT iHade tut them rot dictated to 
m\m Bin what he didn’t **> wii that 
b*vbg aban.lnned omyrit to an orgy ol 
lta ' a,,rl hrart-ieardrint, ami finding 
WKirii eppaued to the graerrmficnrt viewv, 
Inc kjvn-crnxnctn ttxn nun* found and 
uuotf. KvituUuoh so-and-wi, or one of 
the tru u.> StnutOTf Ruin or Order? iti 
lftrve* u> oblige one to do iu*i wW ir 
waerti; or cl*e ... \ 

l\i >\Mi wc. reader, what ik AsarchkHD 
mrah when they refer lo all pobriujn! at 
at ihrir bc*i thev art i 
























A New World Through 
Education 2 


T HERE are so mane controversies fol- 
lu.wng closely on on? another in the 
$c\d of education that it is to he won¬ 
dered how the people carrying on the 
business of education car. continue to do 
so with peace oi mind and a dear vision 
oi the purpose of their work. They cer¬ 
tainly have to be admired for sticking to 
their job under such adverse circum- 
stances* but our sympathy goes not so 
much to the teachers as to the educational 
legislators from whom the teachers re¬ 
ceive orders and guidance- It is the edu¬ 
cational legislators and executives whose 
brains -*re most strained by the present 
controversies, it is their peace el mind 
that is disturbed, and their clarity of 
vision that is obviously obscured. We 
must admire their perspicacity' in detect¬ 
ing the difficulties of the present system, 
their hcncsty in admitting the dangers be¬ 
setting it on all sides, and their courage 
and determination to continue and per- 
iect Lhe momentous retortn of the Educa¬ 
tion Act of 1944. To venture a word 
of criticism on the work they have done 
or on the plans they are drafting and dis¬ 
cussing seems to us both tTreveront and 
ungrateful. Not being entrusted by the 
people with the awful responsibility of 
bringing up their children, nor being 
harassed by the thousand and one practi¬ 
cal considerations on which a choice must 
be made, say between the tripartite system 
and the comprehensive school, we fed 
that it wc speak k will only be with can¬ 
tankerous voice of the incompetent, irre¬ 
sponsible and unwanted doctrinaire. 

Doctrinaires or ool however, we also 
belong to the people and have to send our 
children to *uch schools as the State 
provides. We can't help worrying about 
education* and the more constantly and 
attentively we listen to our legislators the 
more we are confirmed in the belief that 
none of them has any idea on what educa¬ 
tion to general is about, and what theirs 
in particular will bring about. If they 
have any idea they seem to do their best 
to confuse it by the exposition of ideas 
they haven’t. 

The workers who brought Labour into 
power seem perfectly satisfied in principle 
wkh the present educational system, and 
the more enlightened of them consider it 


HE STOLE HIS OWN COW 

Ernst Kristal, a small farmer at Rose, 
Estonia, had owed some money to a 
S[a:e-oWT3£d bank. In payment of this 
old loan his only cow had been taken 
from him and handed over to a neigh¬ 
bouring kolkhoz. Krisial had not sub¬ 
mitted but gone and fetched back his cow 
from the kolkhoz. The animal was soon 
discovered in his stable and the man was 
sentenced to eight years of “correctional 
labour oamp T \ ue, f Siberia for the theft 
of his own cow. Rahva HddI, the organ 
oi the Estonian C.P. t remarks that "'per¬ 
sons belonging to the destroyed classes 1 '’ 
like Kristal, are those who are trying to 
undermine the economic basis of the 
Soviet Union and rob kolkhoz property. 

—Peasant Iniemaitanal Agency, 

21 / 1 / 51 . 
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paper 2/6, cloth 5/- 
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xhe:r triumph. We lock at h 

instead with dark forebodings, with an un- 
easiness bordering on dismav. Even sup¬ 
posing that -he Labour Government will 

eventually so dilute and dissipate the 
capitalist class that they will end one 
form of economical oppression they are 
laying the foundations in our schools of 
a new stratification of society perhaps 
even more odious than the one we are 
called to watch ecstatically in the process 
of disappearing. It is now a recognized 
fact that the more intelligent pupils will 
get the better jobs, most of them govern¬ 
ment fobs, which even if not always the 
best paid give command and control on 
the jobs of others. Not only is it a 
recognized fact but the average worker 
approves it wholeheartedly, and says that 
it is how it should be, hardly realizing 
that the new class that is being trained 
to form the government hierarchy can be 
one day just as oppressive and as brutal 
as the capitalist ever was. The more 
intelligent, so-labelled* will be given the 
right to regulate the lives and activities 
of the less intelligent, tell them what to 
do and what not to do. force them to 
do what they think it is best for them to 
do. The new oppressed class on the 
other hand, which will inevitably coincide 
with the labouring class, will find itself 
as it were decapitated while under capi¬ 
talist exploitation it was still possible and 
fairly frequent to find a man with intelli¬ 
gence, character and will-power eq be 
devoted to the interests of the oppressed 
class, under the present educational dis¬ 
pensation the latter will systematically be 
robbed of anyone capable of voicing their 
grievances, of any one with the courage 
and ability to press them to revolt. To 
make things doubly sure each boy and 
girl who at the age of eleven is not pro¬ 
moted to a Grammar School will undergo 
four more years of so-called education m 
order to be trained to belong, resignedly 
if cot cheerfully,, to the ‘intelligent 5 class. 

This very probable result in a new 
stratification of sodety should be suffi 
dent to set a-thinkmg all intelligent men 
and women no: yet severed from the cause 
of the oppressed But the people at large 
don’t see any need for thinking for the 
simple reason that they have no criteria 
of inspiration and judgment other than 
those drawn upon end operated by their 
rulers. Very roughly these criteria are: 
that equality of opportunity exhausts all 
the possibilities of fairness and justice* 
that a rational system is always to be 
preferred to one that is permeable to 
intuitions* feelings and ideas, and finally 
that the main thing to be found out about 
a child is whether it is better fitted to 
grow up to rule or to be ruled. The 
ideological and psychological ripe regu¬ 
larly dished out by educationalists and 
educators, however pompous or seemingly 
good-natured., should never succeed in 
hiding even from the unintelligent that on 
the pan of society or, rather, its repre¬ 
sentatives. there is no real understanding, 
love or care for the child as it is. All 
they ask from it is sacrifice, the sacrifice 
of its most precious possession., that very 
personality whose development they want 
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to monopolism When all is said and done, 
eduction as practiced at present simply 
demands and emorces ir many a tortuous 
way the total adaptation of the child to 
society. You have then the acme ot this 
tortuous process when the child made 
to believe that all its happiness depends 
on its successful adaptation re society's 
demands. 

We don't want to state here the claims 
of the individual against society. VC e 
only wan: to call attention to the fact 
that the society to which the child is 
asked to adapt itself is not the brother¬ 
hood of mankind, km one particular, his¬ 
torical end class ;odety, whose structure 
is a litre more each day impinged ttpen 
and suffocated by the State. 1; is ob¬ 
vious that this adaptation on be perfectly 
achieved only when all individual creative- 
ness is killed, when no-one dares cherish 
in his dreams and heart the love and 
image of society as it should be over and 
against sedety as it is. 

It is only natural that our Labour gov¬ 
ernment and society should try to pose 
themselves as ideal, and that by aU the 
means a: their disposal and education in 
particular they should endeavour to pro¬ 
long their own life and possibly achieve 
a stability or stagnation that will appear 
the more perfect the longer it lasts. It 
is only natural, in other words, that 
Labour should be conservative. Bu: 
when all education practically falls under 
the control of one government, when it 
is thoroughly centralised and made as 
uniform as it can be* there remains very 
little hope for anyone to lay the seeds oi 
a future society, brighter, more saerone, 
more human, less anguished and less 
frustrated, less futile and more interesting 
than the present one. May it be a warn¬ 
ing to those who care more for man than 
government, more for mankind than 
Labour England, a wanting to those who 
have feelings for the oppressed whether 
they are intelligent or sot. and hate for 
the oppressors, whether they are workers 
or not. John Gill. 
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Fate of Anarchists in East Germany 


Our correspondent m Germany todies: 

A T the moment at an international 
^ Court of Justice in Brussels the Bol¬ 
shevik system of concentration camps is 
being described as criminal. Doubtless 
rim trial will end with a condemnation of 
the Bolsheviks* But since the defendants 
in this rial, the Soviet Union and its 
satellite states do not appear at the bar 
of the court, and since they would only 
sneer at such a condemnation, rim court 
of justice ti merely a farcical performance. 

Such mock-trials are not of any benefit 
to the prisoners in the concentration 
camps, these prisoners need real help, and 
their families too. 

Our prisoners in the concentration 
camps of the Bolsheviks in the Russian 
Zone of Germany have extra heavy blows 
to face. In the year 1945 they were freed 
from the concentration camps of the 
Nazis, and in the year 1948 they were 
arrested and thrown into a Bolshevik 
camp. 

Everybody who dares to express in any 
form his dislike for the ruling Bolsheviks 
is semenced to heavy punishments. 

The small anarchist movement in the 
Russian Zone of Germany is entirely 
dissolved. 

We have no knowledge of the fate of 
our comrades, they simply disappeared. 
Seven comrades were 44 sentenced *' to 25 
years hard labour, one of them succumbed 
to the inhuman treatment in November 
1950, 3 others were infected in the camp, 
and are suffering now from T B. The 
rooms and all the furniture of one of 
our most active comrades were “seized'* 
and tin family chased into the street. 

Tim, in a few words, is the fate of 
our comrades. 

It is obvious that we cannot tell the 
names of our comrades, their families are 
continually under the surveillance of the 
Bolshevism, and by the publication of their 
connection with the West the families 
would have to suffer the consequences 
and the prisoners too. 

We have connections with the families 
in an indirect way, and through the heip 
of the families, with the prisoner? 

We have no hope that our arrested 


comrades will receive any help by the 
above-mentioned International Court of 
Justice in Brussels. We can only help 
our comrades and their families if we aid 
them materially, and at the same time 
attempt to help the growth oi our move¬ 
ment. 

The comrades of the small anarchist 
movement in Germany have helped al¬ 
ready very much, writes our correspon* 
dent* 

The Anarchist movement is interna c- 
ianal. and mutual-aid is one of its 
principles, and here is an opportunity to 
put dial into practice* 

Our correspondent asks that those who 
can express their solidarity should write 
to: Wilhelm Huppenz, Winkhauserweg 
64, Mid heim/Ruhr, British Zone, Ger- 


Dear Comrades. 

* . . I need nc: ^y that your con¬ 
version to a weekly publication is very 
gratifying. 

I wish that I could help more in 
gaining support for Freedom but my 
free time h limited as also friends 
and contacts. Perhaps something 
could yet be done. 

Perhaps it would be possible to 
organise a dub—a Friends of Free¬ 
dom Qub here in Xew York* We 
could in this way pool finances and 
efforts of comrade^ and friends more 
effectively. We might possibly take 
advertising spaces in likely publica¬ 
tions asking tor subs and offering to 
send sample copies* We might be 
able to dispose oi bundle orders of 
Freedom* 

The job of propagating Freedom 
boils down to gening attention of 
likely readers and sympathisers in the 
most likely places and I think my 
proposal is as good a one as any. 

Fraternally, 

Bronx, XSorL MJL 

[We welcome our American comrade's 
letter as it otters us an opportunity to 
sav a few words about Freedom s 


THE ECONOMICS OF 
REARMAMENT 

Dfjlr Sir, 

I said that vtfu cannot conclude from 
j slump in the stock market that capi¬ 
talists prefer war for its profits* 

To this Libertarian answers: 

(X that profits have been made during 
the year of fighting in Korea; 

(r) that an economic decline has set in 
during the year of fighting in Korea 
(and before any '"peace prospects" 
appeared'. 

And his conclusion is that capitalists 
produce armaments cot in order to fight 
the war but m order to check the economic 
slump. 

He also suggests that when armaments 
are being produced., then that is war 
anyway* whe:her there is fighting or not. 

And this show; that when fighting does 
break out, it is because capitalists need it. 

I am grateful to Libertarian for making 
this dear, 

I am* Sir* your obedient servant, 
Stransca^ July 29 . To.M Temple. 

P*S~ —When Libertarian spcaKS of the 
morality or humanity of an economy, he 
leaves more to our imagination. But his 
meaning is plain. It is like this. 

When wheat is scarce, and people offer 
higher prices for it, that’s inhuman. 

In a humane economy die wheat would 
go where it was needed. What would 
make it go where it was needed? Why* 
the humanity oi the economy. 

In this idea there is the germ oi a 
great tyranny* But when it is humanity 
that suffocates you. it would be inhuman 
to object* 

We cannot say just how a humane 
economy would react to peace prospects, 
because we do not know just what it 
sounds like when an economy sighs with 
relief . But it would certainly do nothing 
so inhuman as to hesitate to buy stocks, 

[Lffcrrarun writes: Mr. Temple makes, 
in my opinion, a very feeble attempt to 
summarise what 1 wrote on TAe Econo¬ 
mies of Rearmament, and to show readers 
that it was a lot of rubbish. I suggest 
that anyone wanting to know what I said 
should read my article* 

Mr* Temple's postscript 1 find difficult 
to understand One can surely talk of 
an inhuman system just as one can talk 
oi a silly letter* The latter, to any 
ordinary person, is a reflection on the 
person who wrote it just as the former is 
a reflection on those who operate it.] 


Glasgow Anarchist Group 

THE SIXTH ANNUAL ANARCHIST SUMMER SCHOOL 

will be held at the 

WORKERS OPEN FORUM 

50, Renfrew Street, Glasgow, C*2 
on August 25th a ml 2rith 

★ 

Saturday, J5fli A tf^ii i >c ; 

lecture* and at U a.m. and 3 p,m. 

Sunday, 2riefi August : 

Lecture« and Diicunians at 11 a*m. and 3 p.m., and 
Public Meeting to the Central H *lk Bath Street, at 7 p,m. 

(frpeakers nil) be announced later I 

Cost : 

Bed and Brcakfait van he arranged at 12 J 6 a night, and there will he 
cbarge of 12/6 tor catering and ledum. 

The Rest of rfie Weelt : 

During the week following the Summer School, there will he camping 
at Gardovhhciid. The only equipment campers need bring U a alee|M»g 
htig or blanket*. Electric and ga« cooking equipment and feeding 
uletidL laid on* 

★ 

l ni ending visitor* in the Summer School should write at once to 
John Gatfnei, IS, FioiufffOD Mreet, Glasgow, C*3. 


problems. Our appeal for £6oo and 
i J20C new readers tins year is not just 

a’kind of meaningless slogan, it was 
based on hard economic facts* During 
the past six months these facts have 
become even more obvious* The price 
or newsprint has been twice increased, 
and it is announced thai from July jo 
the price will be raised still further^ 
while postage has increased by 5 ^;- 
Comequenriv our estimates of six 
months ago are already out of date. 
But, the hard fact we must ^ 
that we have not reached our original 
target* Our American friends, we 
feel, could help us along the lines 
suggested by our Correspondent, In 
undertaking to publish and distribute 
Freedom in our spare time our sma ~ 
group has undertaken as much as 
can tackle. To increase the dr 
lion of Freedom we need the as 
tance of those comrades and 
who are its supporters. Such 
can be dealt with by group activil 
even by individuals sending 
friends their own copy or by 
scribing to a second copy (| 
special low rates offered). This" 
does not take up much 
money. On the other hand 
reality ive have to face is that 
are nor amongst our readers a 
cient number for whom Freed j| 
something more than just a| 
minority journal, then we mu 
face the hard truth that Freedc 
cot be able to cam on its pulj 
tions, at any rare, as a week 
much longer. 

We have readers scattered the 
out the United States, Is it mj 
rible for them to find us 5c 
readers quickly? (LndderuallylJ 
offer of a free copy of 100 Yea 
Revolution. Edited by George \V^ 
cock to all yearly subscrifc 
Freedom still stands). The futu 
Freedom literally depends on 1 
response^—E ditors]. 


MEETINGS AND 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 


LONDON ANARCHIST 
GROUP 

OPEN-AIR MEETINGS as 
HYDE PARK 
Etr*ry Sunday at 3.30 p.m. 

INDOOR MEETINGS 
£t>e^v Sunday at 7*30 p.m * 

-b th* PORCUPINE (comer CA. 
Cross Road at Gr, Ntsrpari Strstt, 
next Leicester Sq , Underground Sm.) 

These Meetings are suspended for 
the Sumer months* They 
will re-cammence in 
SEPTEMBER. 

ITarc^i this column for future 
A nncunarm tnit. 

NORTH-EAST LONDON 

DISCUSSION MEETINGS 
IN EAST HAM 
III 7.30 

AUG. 21—Eric Maple 
‘TOWERS 

Enquiries t/o Freedom Press 

SOUTH LONDON 

Afceriitfs suspended for the time being. 
Readers interested in possible future 
please contact S. E. Parker, 
c /0 Freedom Press, 

GLASGOW — 

OUTDOOR MEETINGS at 
MAXWELL STREET 
Every Sunday at J p m. 

j^hn Gaffney, Frank Leech, 
Jimmy E&t&ide, Eddie Shaw 

KINGSTON 

Any Comrades interested m 
forming a Group in the 
KINGSTON area, 
are intirri ra write to 
Freedom Press. 
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Tho Anarchist Weekly 

Postal Subscription Rates 
12 mortal 17 - [U^A. $3.00) 

6 months 8 6 [U.S-A* $ 1 - 50 ) 

| 3 months 4 6 fU^A. S 0 *? 5 ) 

Specie! Subscription Rares for 2 copiti 
\ 2 montHi 27 — {U*SA. $4.50] 

6 months 13 6 (U-SA,$ 2 * 25 l 
C^*qes>, P.0/1 ^ftd Mr-«> Ordon fthcaW 
b« mad* orf to FREEDOM PRESS, orowag 
44 Pai**. *od uddrttud to t%* patiiLAt r a. 

FREEDOM PRESS 
27 Red Lion Street 
London, W.C.I England 

T*L ; Chtnciry $344 
g7 Red L«a Lead« 













































